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CLIMATE, FAIRTRADE AND YOU



The reality of the climate 
crisis for the farmers 
behind our food



Smallholder farmers manage over 80 percent 

of the world’s 500 million farms and rely on 

them for their livelihoods

But persistent poverty in farming communities

means:

• Inability to cover basic needs

• Inability to respond to environmental shocks

• Further environmental degradation



COVID-19 has meant:

• Falling crop prices

• Loss of access to markets

• Direct impacts in already vulnerable communities



Climate change means farmers experience:

• More volatile, less predictable seasons

• Floods/droughts

• High temperature

• More plant diseases

• Loss of fertile land

• Crop destruction

• Lack of food



• By 2050 as much as 50 percent of the global surface 

area currently used for coffee farming may no longer be 

suitable, due to the changing climate

• By 2050 adverse climate conditions will trigger a drastic 

decline in bananas yields in 10 countries, including India, 

Brazil and Colombia

• By 2050 many cocoa growing regions in Ghana and 

Côte d’Ivoire – who produce over half of the world’s 

cocoa – will become too hot to grow the crop



YOU CAN BE PART OF THE 
SOLUTION



Fairtrade enables improvements in livelihoods through:

• Bringing farmers together into Co-operatives

• The protection of a minimum price for their crops

• Extra money from Fairtrade Premiums that farmers 

control

More money means more climate resilience through 

the ability to adapt to climate change

Your support of Fairtrade can be PART OF THE SOLUTION



‘It is sad and painful to see everything destroyed’

‘Giving women the chance to take key positions of responsibility and taking serious action on the 

climate is not just good for us. It’s good for our families and our communities, for everyone.’



bananas
‘If I had to choose the world I want to see, it would be a world where 

every individual would be conscious of the fact that if we continue 

harming nature, we will always have these atmospheric events that 

occur as a result of climate change’



Fairtrade cannot solve the climate crisis on its own.

• Support the Fairtrade movement to work with policy makers, 

businesses and government to influence systematic change to 

protect the most vulnerable.

• Buy Fairtrade products to support the right for farmers to be 

paid fairly for their work, meaning they have the chance to fight 

the challenges of the climate crisis right now.

COLLECTIVE ACTION IS NEEDED



This Fairtrade Fortnight you can:

• Read the stories of farmers affected by climate change and share their reality with 

others online

• Share our messages on your social media 

• Join the Choose the World you want festival

• Sign the Climate Coalition’s Climate Declaration and tell your local MP or Council 

about your commitment

CHOOSE THE WORLD YOU WANT

https://action.fairtrade.org.uk/page/73941/subscribe/1?ea.tracking.id=fthp2021
https://thetimeisnow.uk/



